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Reporting on Norway's Role in the 
Future of Antarctica
Why you are receiving this briefing
2026 is a key moment for Norway to reflect on its ocean leadership and prominent role in Antarctica.

In just a few months, governments will meet at the annual meeting of the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic 
Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), the international body responsible for managing Antarctic biodiversity and the 
Southern Ocean. Decisions taken there will influence the future of one of the planet's most important ecosystems and 
Norway has an influential voice at the table.

Although Antarctica may feel remote, Norwegian vessels harvest the majority of the world's Antarctic krill, and 
Norwegian representatives play a role in consensus-based negotiations over the future management of the Southern 
Ocean. At the same time, Norway is widely recognised as a global leader on ocean conservation, climate action and 
marine science.

As politicians, scientists, industry leaders and civil society gather to discuss Norway's role in the world, conversations 
about Norway’s role in Antarctica must be part of the agenda. 

This briefing has been prepared to support journalists covering these discussions. It brings together the latest science, 
background information, expert voices and reporting resources to help navigate a complex and often overlooked issue 
before the next CCAMLR meeting.

Whether you are attending Antarctic-related events, interviewing policymakers or reporting more broadly on Norway's 
ocean policy, we hope these materials provide useful context and reliable sources.

Interviews with scientists, Norwegian experts and campaign spokespeople are available upon request.
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What is included in the briefing package?
Norway, Antarctica and Krill Fishing: Key Facts and Figures

A concise introduction to Antarctic krill, the Southern Ocean's role in regulating Earth's climate, Norway's position in the 
fishery, and the key scientific and policy questions around the issue.

Norwegians and Krill: Findings from a 2026 National Public Opinion Poll

Results and findings from a nationally representative survey measuring Norwegians’ awareness and attitudes around 
Antarctic krill and Norway's role in krill fishing.

(NO)rway: A Licence to Krill Report by WePlanet Norway

Main findings from WePlanet’s latest report on Norway's role in the Antarctic krill fishery and how public support has 
enabled the industry, combining scientific evidence with new analyses of the ecological implications of the industry.

Quote Bank

Pre-approved statements from campaign representatives, Norwegian experts, Antarctic scientists and international 
leaders available for media use.

Journalist Question Bank

List of potential questions to help the media when interviewing political representatives, industry leaders, and Antarctic 
scientists on the issue.

Additional resources 

Our Antarctica Media Kit, including Norwegian public opinion polling on Antarctic krill fishing, the All Eyes on Antarctica and 
Norway: A Licence to Krill reports, scientific references, campaign materials, and additional background resources for 
reporting on Antarctica and the Southern Ocean. 

About Our Antarctica Campaign
Our Antarctica is an international campaign advocating for stronger protection of the Southern Ocean through 
precautionary, science-based management. Bringing together leading scientists, ocean experts and public figures, the 
campaign seeks to raise public awareness of Antarctica's global importance and encourage governments, including 
Norway, to play a leading role in safeguarding one of the planet's last great wildernesses.

https://ourantarctica.notion.site/Our-Antarctica-Media-Kit-8bb14cecd9b845d78938efd523a148da
https://our-antarctica.com/


Norway, Antarctica and Krill Fishing:

Key Facts and Figures

Antarctica & the Southern Ocean

+ Antarctic krill help remove over 20 million tonnes of carbon dioxide each year through the ocean's biological carbon pump - 
key to planetary climate regulation. (Reference: Our Antarctica (2025), All Eyes on Antarctica, pp.14.)

+ Less than 15% of the Southern Ocean is currently protected, despite the global commitment to protect 30% of the ocean 
by 2030. (Reference: Together for the Ocean (2025), Protecting the Southern ocean: a key step towards achieving 
30×30)

The importance of Antarctic krill

+ Antarctic krill are the foundation of the Antarctic food web, sustaining whales, penguins, seals, seabirds and many fish 
species. (Reference: Our Antarctica (2025), All Eyes on Antarctica)

+ One Antarctic blue whale can consume several tonnes of krill per day (feeding season). (Reference: Savoca et al. Whale 
recovery and the emerging human-wildlife conflict over Antarctic krill. Nat Commun 15, 7708, 2024)

+ Climate change, sea ice loss and recovering whale populations are increasing pressure on Antarctic krill populations 
at the same time that industrial fishing is expanding. (Reference: Savoca et al. Whale recovery and the emerging 
human-wildlife conflict over Antarctic krill. Nat Commun 15, 7708, 2024)

Krill fishing

+ Antarctic krill fishing has reached record levels. In the 2024/2025 season, the 620,000 tonnes precautionary catch limit 
was reached before the end of the season, triggering the first-ever early closure of the fishery. (Reference: AP News)

+ Since the lapse of CCAMLR spatial distributions limits in 2024, krill fishing can now take place in a concentrated effort 
in sensitive areas of Antarctica, in critical feeding grounds for whales, penguins and seals. (Reference: Our Antarctica 
(2025), All Eyes on Antarctica, pp. 12-15 and pp. 30-33)

Norway's role in Krill Fishery

+ Norway has historically been the largest krill fishing nation, accounting for approximately 63% of global Antarctic krill 
catches between 2013-2023. (Reference: WePlanet Norway (2026), (NO)rway: A Licence to Krill.)

+ Norwegian companies (Aker BioMarine & Aker QRILL Company) are the largest operators, supplying krill for 
aquaculture feed (Generally 80% of Aker Qrill’s catch), oil supplements and pet food. (Reference: Mongabay)

+ Norway is a member of the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), the 
international body responsible for managing Antarctic marine ecosystems. (Reference: CCAMLR Official Website)

+ At the 2025 annual CCAMLR meeting, it was reported that Norway put forward a proposal to increase the 
precautionary catch trigger level of 620,000 tonnes of krill to over 1.2 million. This proposal failed to gain consensus. 
(Reference: Mongabay)

+ Norwegian indirect public support, including export-credit guarantees, innovation grants and subsidised finance have 
enabled the industry to thrive. (Reference: WePlanet Norway (2026), (NO)rway: A Licence to Krill.) 

https://our-antarctica.com/reports/
https://for-the-ocean.org/protecting-the-southern-ocean/
https://for-the-ocean.org/protecting-the-southern-ocean/
https://our-antarctica.com/reports/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-024-51954-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-024-51954-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-024-51954-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-024-51954-x
https://www.ap.org/news-highlights/spotlights/2025/krill-fishery-in-antarctica-shut-down-after-record-catch-triggers-unprecedented-early-closure/
https://our-antarctica.com/reports/
https://news.mongabay.com/2022/10/fish-feed-industry-turns-to-krill-with-unknown-effects-on-the-antarctic-ecosystem/
https://www.ccamlr.org/en/organisation/members
https://news.mongabay.com/2025/10/norways-proposal-to-double-krill-harvests-raises-tension-at-antarctic-conservation-summit/


Protecting the Southern Ocean through CCAMLR
+ In 2002, the CCAMLR members committed to establish a representative network of Marine Protected Areas across 

the Southern Ocean. Only two Marine Protected Areas have been adopted in the Southern Ocean to date, despite 
several proposals remaining under negotiation for more than a decade. (Reference: Our Antarctica (2025), All Eyes on 
Antarctica, pp.25)

+ Due to climate change and other human-led impacts, such as the overall reduction of krill in key feeding grounds, 
Antarctic species like Emperor penguins and fur seals have joined the IUCN red list of endangered species (Reference: 
IUCN 2026) 

+ Three major Marine Protected Area proposals, including the Antarctic Peninsula (Domain 1) proposal, remain under 
consideration by CCAMLR.

Norwegians and Krill:

Findings from a 2026 National Public Opinion Poll
In April 2026, the Our Antarctica Campaign commissioned GlobeScan to survey 725 Norwegian adults on Antarctica, 
Antarctic krill fishing and Norway's role in the Southern Ocean. The findings reveal a striking gap between public 
awareness and public concern: most Norwegians know little about Antarctic krill fishing, but support stronger 
protections once they learn more about the issue. See key findings below, and access the full poll results and press 
release through our media kit.

Most Norwegians know little about Antarctic krill fishing
+ 81% say they are unfamiliar with commercial krill fishing in Antarctica.

+ 77% are unfamiliar with the environmental challenges facing Antarctica.

+ 53% have little or no knowledge of Antarctic krill.

Norway's role is largely unknown
+ Nearly half (45%) could not identify a single country involved in Antarctic krill fishing. Despite Norway accounting for 

the majority of global catches, only 39% identified it as one of the leading fishing nations.

Awareness reveals Norwegians’ concerns about krill fishing
+ After learning about krill's role in supporting Antarctic wildlife and Norway's dominant position in the fishery, 53% said 

they were concerned about Norway's involvement in commercial krill fishing.

Norwegians expect stronger action
+ 71% support stronger regulations to protect Antarctic waters.

+ 60% support expanding Marine Protected Areas in Antarctica.

+ 61% believe the Norwegian Government is responsible for the environmental impacts of Norwegian companies 
operating in Antarctica.

https://our-antarctica.com/reports/
https://our-antarctica.com/reports/
https://iucn.org/press-release/202604/emperor-penguin-and-antarctic-fur-seal-now-endangered-due-climate-change-iucn
https://ourantarctica.notion.site/Our-Antarctica-Media-Kit-8bb14cecd9b845d78938efd523a148da


(NO)rway:

A Licence to Krill Report by WePlanet Norway
Highlights from WePlanet Norway's latest report - Read the Full Report on our Media Kit

(NO)RWAY: A Licence to Krill examines Norway's dominant role in the Antarctic krill fishery, translating catch statistics into 
their ecological implications for Antarctic wildlife, and highlighting how governmental support has also been key to 
enabling the industry. The report combines the latest scientific evidence, fisheries data and economic analysis to argue 
that industrial krill extraction is increasingly at odds with the precautionary management principles that underpin 
Antarctic governance.

Norway dominates the global krill industry
Between 2014 and 2024, Norwegian vessels accounted for approximately 63.8% of the global Antarctic krill catch, with 
Aker QRILL (formerly Aker BioMarine's krill business) responsible for the majority of Norway's catch. The report argues 
that this gives Norway a unique responsibility in shaping the future of Antarctic conservation. Also, Aker Biomarine is a 
dominant producer of krill-based products.

Governmental support continues to enable the industry
The report argues that Norway's dominant position has been facilitated by indirect public support, including export-
credit guarantees, innovation grants and subsidised finance. It cites scientific analyses concluding that public financing 
has helped enable the expansion of Antarctic krill extraction despite increasing environmental concerns.

Record catches are increasing the pressure
In 2025, the Antarctic krill fishery reached its highest catch on record, with approximately 620,000 tonnes harvested, 
reaching the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) trigger level. The report 
notes that this occurred despite growing scientific concern over climate change, outdated biomass surveys, and the 
absence of finer-scale spatial management.

What 620,000 tonnes means for wildlife
The report estimates that the 2025 catch contains enough krill to feed:

+ More than 850 Antarctic blue whales for an entire feeding season.

+ 31 million Adélie penguin chicks, roughly eight times the current global chick population.

+ 154,000 crabeater seals for an entire year.

Climate change and fishing are converging
The report highlights that Antarctic krill underpin the Southern Ocean ecosystem, while also contributing to global 
climate regulation. By transporting carbon to the deep ocean, krill are estimated to help sequester up to 20 million tonnes 
of carbon dioxide annually. At the same time, the Antarctic Peninsula, where most fishing occurs, is among the fastest-
warming regions on Earth, creating what the report describes as a growing overlap between climate stress and 
concentrated industrial fishing.

Existing management is under growing pressure
The lack of spatial dimension in the management of krill fishing is generating growing scientific concern. Biomass 
surveys are limited and outdated, climate change is affecting krill populations, and the finer-scale distribution of fishing 
effort intended under the CCAMLR framework has never been implemented because of political deadlock. The report 
also criticizes the continued certification of Antarctic krill fisheries under the Marine Stewardship Council programme.

https://ourantarctica.notion.site/Our-Antarctica-Media-Kit-8bb14cecd9b845d78938efd523a148da


Viable alternatives to krill already exist

Harvesting Antarctic krill is no longer necessary to supply omega-3 products. Because microalgae are the original source 
of omega-3 fatty acids, every tonne of algal oil could replace the harvest of roughly 50 tonnes of Antarctic krill, while avoiding 
impacts on Antarctic wildlife and ecosystems.

The report calls for:

+ No further expansion of Antarctic krill fishing.

+ An end to Marine Stewardship Council certification of Antarctic krill fisheries.

+ Adoption of all proposed Marine Protected Areas under discussion in CCAMLR, with priority given to Domain 1.

+ A transition from krill-derived omega-3 products to algae-based alternatives.

+ The progressive phase-out of Antarctic krill in aquaculture feed and pet food.

+ A long-term vision of the Southern Ocean as a global wildlife reserve.

Quote Bank:

Global Voices for Antarctica
The following statements have been approved for media use and may be attributed as quoted below.

Additional interviews with campaign representatives, scientists and partner organisations can be arranged upon request.

Norwegian Voices

“This poll highlights a clear gap between Norway's environmental leadership at home and public awareness of its role in 
Antarctic krill fishing abroad. Krill are the foundation of one of the planet's most important ecosystems, sustaining 
iconic wildlife and supporting ocean health. As awareness grows, it is encouraging to see that Norwegians expect strong 
action from their Government and companies to ensure these fragile ecosystems are properly protected.”

Anders Christiansen Sørby,

Chair, WePlanet Norway

Global Voices

“African nations can no longer remain observers while one of the planet's last great wildernesses is being opened to 
escalating industrial exploitation by a handful of companies. Our continent already lives on the frontlines of climate 
change, and we understand fully what ecosystem collapse means for food security, coastal livelihoods and economic 
resilience.”

H.E. Hon. Carmen dos Santos,

Minister of Fisheries and Marine Resources, Republic of Angola

“While Tonga is a safe haven for whales, in Antarctica, fishing vessels are depleting the food sources that keep whales–
and most life in the Southern Ocean–alive. And they are doing so at an unprecedented rate, snatching krill from the 
mouths of our global whales in order to profit just a few individuals. The effects of this practice are devastating.”

H.E. Lord Fakafānua,

Prime Minister of Tonga



“Antarctic krill are far more than a commercial resource. They are the ecological foundation of the Southern Ocean, 
supporting whales, penguins, seals and countless other species while playing an important role in the ocean's carbon 
cycle. As the Antarctic environment changes, precautionary, science-based management is essential to ensure that krill 
continue to sustain both marine ecosystems and the vital functions they provide for the planet.”

Dr Matthew Savoca,

Marine Ecologist, Stanford University

Our Antarctica Campaign - Antarctic Avengers

“Most people in Norway do not know how central Norwegian companies have become to Antarctic krill fishing. But when 
people understand what krill do for whales, penguins, seals, seabirds, and the climate, they are genuinely concerned. 
Norwegians deserve to know what Norway is doing in the Southern Ocean, and to have a say on what happens from now 
on.”

Dr Sylvia Earle,

Antarctic Avenger, Marine Biologist, Explorer and Founder of Mission Blue

“Antarctica is one of the last places on Earth where governments still have the opportunity to act before irreversible 
damage occurs. Protecting the Southern Ocean is not simply about conserving wildlife. It is about safeguarding one of 
the planet's most important climate and ocean systems. Norway has the scientific expertise, international credibility 
and political influence to help secure that future.”

Maximiliano Bello,

Antarctic Avenger, International Expert on Marine Protected Areas




